ANNUA L,  REPORT -OF,  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH.  • 

* . TOR  THE  YEAR  1941 

v.  ■■•'  ..  : r ...  -i  - ;■  ,•  - ■ r;j 

To  Th o Chai rman~  and"  Mefeib or  s , 

Dawlish  Urban  District  Council,  -.  p 

This  report,  the  third  of  the  War.  period,  is  drawn  up  in  .accordance  with 
the  MinistrJ  ;of  HGalth' Circulah''cTat6d^24th'vMarch,  1942, . which  directs 
that  it;:'Miali  bo4  oh  ;much^hb4sa^ilinos';^s."tho  two  prev ious  ’Wartimo 
reporfsJ;ahd'  confined;  to  "^dsontial  ftiattors  -affecting  public  'health  and  in 
particular  those" arising"  out  of  the  Uar.  ",;p--  .TO? 

' INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

HBH  k i _ iT, , . 

Altogether  there  were  149  chses,  an  •unprecedented  number  for  Dawlish  but 
not  so  serious  as  it  would  appear  as.  13.1  wore  Measles,  ■ Apart . from  that 
there  was  not  much  nrohe;  t hah...  usual  * ■ -'As-  Regards  Diphtheria,  the  District 
was  .very  fortunate  in' having  only  8 cases,.  6 of  which  were  Evacuees,  as 
this-- seribus  'disease  was  very  prevalent  in.  surrounding  districts,  Two- 
of  the  bases  .of  Cerebro  Spiral  Fever  'were  introduced  from  .without,,  as ■/  ' 
also  were  e' cases  of' Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid,  ; ../•  TO 1.  e.v.  • 

. k . ' TA37fI  :QF  NOTIF liiBLE  DISEASES  k’  TO.:P  k,  ■ . 


DISEASE,-  * ' 

; ' ' . . tA&EfS,  k 

HOSPITAL. 

- j ■ V 

~T5eaths. 

Measles 

131 

0 

t.  ‘i  TO  ? 

1 

Diphtheria 

8 

8 

1 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

- 

Erysipelas 

2- 

0 

mm 

Pneumonia 

0 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 (ip 

mm 

Typhoid'  Fever 

1 

1 

mm 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 • 

*■* 

TUBERCULOSIS  .yly  “kip \l)  


Three  cases  .were  notified  during.,  the  .year,  one  male,  and  f^o  females,  all 
pulmonary,  P 'At  tho  end  of  thejyear,  there  were,  about  50  ■iyfeorculous 
persons  living'  in  the  District^  the  same  number  as  the  year  before. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  the  disease,  p •; xwo  J.)  .yrnTO 

rpyikk’:  ■.  ,-  ' * IMTOWISATI ON  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  ' ~ ' 

The  prevalency.. of  the  disease  in' neighbouring  Districts  and  the  timely  D- 
broadcasts;  from  the.  Ministry--::  of  Health  produced1  ‘ a -fa ily ^encouraging 
response  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  the  offer  of  free  immunisation, 
and  the  following  figures  wore  the  result:-  All . - AHA  - - — • 

.■Children  whoocompletod  the  red ijrse  of  two  doses  nuTOered  961*'; 

"Devon  Children  under  5 years  --  64  Devon  Children  over  5 years  - 447- 

Evacuees  unde??  5 years' - 62  Evacuees  Over  § years  - 33^  ‘ 

Tho  proportion  of  'Devon  .Children  wit  '.Were  done  was  considerably  higher 
than  that  of  the  Evacuees  and  taking  into  account  those  who  were  done  a 
few  years,  ago,  the.  t own Ashe liild-  ib-e  fairly  well  protected, 

INFANT-  ■•¥ELFARETOENTRE 

Though,  owing  to  their  return  to  London,  there  was  a big  drop  in  the 
attendance  of  Evacuees,  that  of  the  Devon  Mothers  and  Children  was  very 
little  below  the  average. 


-1- 


Devon  Mothers  on' 
Evacuee  Mothers 


82  - .Infants  - 31  - Toddlers  - 69. 
77  - Infants  - 18  - Toddlers  - 63. 
THE  EVACUEES 


VI 


though  still  with  us  in  - large  numbers*  many  owing  to  the  decrease  in 
Enemy^ activity  over  London,  have  returned  to  their  homes.  Qn  ^lst 
December, .1940,  there  were  approximately  3200  evacuees  established  in 

tGGabcutr8oo3  bUm^  ?lst  DeCGraker,  194-1,  this  number  had  been  reduced 
+ ??0#  Thls  1S  regretable,  as  there  is  a veiy  good  chance  of 

thoir  wishing  they  were  back  again,  and  some  may  be  too  late, 

THE  EVACUEE  HOSTEL 

^ thfT  '1fs?  PGPort>  ^e  Great  Cliff  Hotel  was  requisitioned 
and  equipped  as  a Hostel  for  difficult  children,  and  also  a sick  Bay  for 
Scabies  and. other  skin  diseases.  As  this  combination  was  for  several 

rva?°SS-n0t  f2iric3'  ^9  'be  satisfactory,  the  Ministry  of  Health  suggested 
that  Teignmouth,  which  was  in  much  the  same  difficulty,  should  join 
iorces  with  Dawlish  in  running  (a)  the  Hostel  at  Teignmouth  for^dSficult 
cniidren,  (b)  a Sick  Bay  at  Dawlish  for  contagious  skin  diseases,  and 
(c)  another. Sick  Bay  at  Dawlish  for  sick  children  that  needed  nursing. 

The  suggestion  was  adopted  by  the  two  Councils,  and  the  Sunrise  Hostel 

iSSGaci  •C?1:,t,a§Q • y7crG  requisitioned  and  equipped,  the  latter  having 
.-^lrse  ...-yi  Q-b^rge. Time_  win  show  how  the  arrangement  works 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (Mid  lQ4-n 

67  24 

- 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

Live  Births  (Legitimate' 
(Illegitimate 

38 

2 

^3  )41  - Rate 

of  10.2  per  1000  people. 

Average  rate  for 
England  and  Wales 

last 

Rate 

10  years- 

9.6  per  1000  people. 
14.2  per  1000  people. 

Still  Births  (Legitimate 

(Illegitimate 

1 

1 

• (T-  _ 

2^4*  — Rate 

of  38.4  per  1000  births. 

(live  and  still). 

Deaths 

England  and  Wales 

49 

56  )105-  Rate 
- Rate 

of  13 «2  per  1000  people, 
of  12.9  per  1000  people. 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

(Legitimate 
England  and  Wales 

4 

1)5-  Rate 
- Rate 

of  50  PGr  1000  live  births 
of  59  per  1000  live  births 

Maternal  Mortality  - 

Nil. 

(Signed)  W.  H.  SCOTT. 
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: Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


